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Exctreme Makeover

Jor 2009 Ant and Lynn worked long and hard

Latest Research 2 over the Christmas holidays to re-
Report on web site new the layout and design of the

I . Dreamer Centre. As you can see in
nteresting Book 2

these photos, we now have addi-
Dreamer Camp at 3 tional study areas, a practice area

Muriwai Beach and recording studio for the

Maoofla Perform their 4 Dreamer Band, a revamped Com-

Debut Gig at Wesley puter lab, a Lounge and a whole

Primary new theme of motivational posters

Valunteers Profile P and messages on the walls.

Mentor/ Mentee News 4 They have also re-jigged the weekly
activities, running the After School

Quote of the Day 4 Programme through to 8 pm on

both Monday and Wednesday, be-
cause this is much more convenient
for the Dreamers, and helps them to
Contact Details: focus on getting all of their school
work completed. Tuesdays are then
set aside for Special Interest Groups
to cater for the individual interests
of our Dreamers, then every fort-
night on Fridays or the weekend
they run Youth Group or a Trip that
helps build a sense of team and
family amongst our extended
Dreamer network and volunteers.
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L atest Research Report on onr web site

Since our inception in 2003 we have retained a professional research organisation, The Education Group,

to conduct rigorous annual research on the Mt Roskill "l Have a Dream" project . Our reports for each year pro-
vide valuable information to ensure that we're doing the right things to help the Dreamers stay in school and
succeed. It also tracks the class from the year ahead of the Dreamers when we started at Wesley Primary
School, so that we can compare outcomes against a Control Group.

While we didn't expect to see any dramatic or significant effects immediately, we have been pleased with some
of the outcomes in this latest report (from the 2008 school year). We have posted the Executive Summary from
this report on our web site http://www.ihaveadream.org.nz/newseventspapers.htm for your viewing.

Of course, the final results and analysis of the ROI (return on investment) will not become clear until the Dream-
ers have graduated from High School and their tertiary studies, when we will be able to analyse a wide variety of
educational data, life outcomes, societal impacts, etc.

Interesting Book

We saw a review of an interesting book recently: 0
Better. o Here is a reprint of part of the review:

SOME men steal out of need or avarice; others kill themselves out of despair, or murder for revenge or gain.
These episodes in individual tales display such striking regularities in aggregate that some of the social scien-
tists who first applied the rules of probability t
prepares the crime, 6 wrote Adol phe Quetelet, a Bel
i nstrument. ¢

0
g

The findings of t ho dithat poorahildren aré moredikely td faisatischoot, posradulss

to commit crimes and die young, and so drare nowadays uncontroversial. And policymakers mostly eschew

met aphysics. I nstead, they try to break such 1 inks
and education initiatives on the neediest. Yet such attempts are doomed to disappoint, say British social scien-
tists, Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, because they conceive of each social ill in isolation, rather than treat-

ing their shared root cause. Moreover, they misidentify that cause: it is not poverty as such, but inequality.

It is a sweeping claim, yet the evidence, here painstakingly marshalled, is hard to dispute. Within the rich
world, where destitution is rare, countries where incomes are more evenly distributed have lonlgexd citizens
and lower rates of obesity, delinquency, depression and teenage pregnancy than richer countries where wealth
is more concentrated. Studies of British civil servants find that senior ones enjoy better health than their im-
mediate subordinates, who in turn do better than those further down the ladder.

And the evidence is that the dif f ecagenrdianschiliren desworse u s
on cognitive tests if they must state their identities beforehand. Higgttatus baboons bred in captivity show
elevated levels of stress hormones and become ill more often when they are moved to groups where they no
longer dominate.

What to do about this sickness caused by other peop
ences in pay in the first place, say the authors, citing Sweden and Japan as instances of the two alternatives. A
decade agoevenlefivi ng pol i ticians were oOintensely relaxed &
comes clearer that some of the rich got that way by theft, the idea that they have also caused injury more sub-

tly will gain a readier hearing.

Too ready, perhaps: what if the price of greater equality is lower growth? The received widtiadmittedly

looking a little threadbare right nowiis that rich rewards are necessary to stimulate the innovation on which
growth depends. No |l oss, say the authors: O0We have
us. 6 But that is a claim that needs to be supporte
tors had declared themselves thus satisfied, we would be without many things that we vdlaad that they

would have valued too, could they have imagined them. Should we be ready to dismiss joys we have never
known?
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Dreamer Camp at Muriwai Beach

We spent the second week of the April school hol i da
Auckl andds wwww.darceoen®/louglttans). SThe 27 Dreamers on camp had a great time, surfing

with Coach Ant, tramping with Scott, learning photography with photographer Kirsty Harkness, mountain biking

with Shannon, playing sports with Lynn, and generally being normal, active and noisy 14 year-olds! In fact there

was so much action that | think some Dreamers only managed to clock up about 8 hours sleep in total for the
entire weekos camp! !

The theme for the camp was Operseverance6, so Ant a
talk with the kids about the challenges theydll|l fac
Lee Warn and MP Sam Lotu-liga all provided powerful testimony to the power of family, friends and faith in their

lives.

In addition, the Dreamers learnt to persevere throughout the week in a group skipping competition based on
the movile 60Jummms r idutch andl feeebtylé nmoveslad ourlfiale camp concert for the ulti-
mate prize of a private midnight feast plus all night movies in their cabin!

But perhaps the highlight of camp was having our Ve
6Moofl ad, but youdre going to have to | ook that wup
.. (Al so, see story about the band on the next pag

A special thanks goes out to all those volunteers who took time out of their working and personal lives to stay
overnight to help run the camp; Andrew, Assefu, Api
the best J
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OMoofl ad Perform their |

Dreamers; Raela, Sofe, Kenese, Mosa, Dwayne, Saeli and Tatara have come to-
gether and united their musical talents to form our very first official Dreamers band
6 Moofl ad. It was a magi cal moment §
a crowded hall of Wesley Primary School students (Wesley Primary being the found-
ing primary school that all the Dreamers originated from). In addition to their out-
standing debut musical performance the Dreamers also made short speeches be-
tween songs to the primary school kids to help inspire them to pursue their own
goals and dreams, which really impressed the teachers and parents present and
was an awesome reinforcement of Opayf
of Wesley students.

Volunteers Profile -

Musi cians Paul and Stwuart from the NZ band, 6The De
for a number of months now, and have been i mpressed
amazed by the willingness of Paul and Stuart to spend so much time sharing their talents and enthusiasm with

the band and hel ping push them along so far in the

Mentor/ Mentee News

Ment or Aaron Davey provided something extremely val
mas and April school holidays: the experience of work, responsibilities ... and income! According to Aaron,

Mosa excelled in the job, bringing his usual mix of enthusiasm and energy to the role. He also thoroughly

earned his wages.

But the highlight for Aaron was when he asked Mosa what he intended to do with all the money he earned. The
response was immediate and genuine: "I'm going to pay my school fees, so that my Mum and Dad can save

some money for themselves."

The idea of ©6wor k ex
wedre fortunate to h
anot her recent examp
andCo-Dr eamer Dwayne Ta

perienced is becoming a growing
ave a number of Mentors who are
|l e of this, I Have a Dreamdé Me
|l isa to 6a working |life on the

Kenese and Dwayne did some holiday work at my property in Ararimu. | picked up the boys at about 8am. We
started off "dethatching” my lawn which was a new experience for me as well as for the boys. They did a great
job and the lawn looks much better already.

We then moved the goats and drenched therutter chaos-and we got some good photos and video of them
and their reaction to the goats.

We then planted about 30 trees in our wetland.

The boys then had a swim in the stream and | dropped them back at home at about 5pm.

| think the boys had an enjoyable day and they were a lot of help (they certainly worked for their money).

They each had several new experiences including:
1 Drenching goats

1 Planting trees

1 Dethatching a lawn

1 Driving a tractor

They worked hard and both fell asleep in the car on the way home

Quote of The Day

Hope has two beautiful daughters: Anger and Courage. Anger at the
way things are, and courage to change them. - St Augustine

b Hey townie, youdre ssin

"The "I Have a Dream"E Pr ogineomeseasreathpheir educstion dnd eaneerfgaals oy |

providing a long-term program of mentoring, tutoring, and enrichment, with an assured opportunity for higher education."




