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“I Have a Dream” NZ  --  Research Report  --  2008  --  Executive Summary

Academic achievement
In the asTTle 
Reading test, close to half the students (47%) are working within or above the range of scores used as a national benchmark for Year 8 students.  Six of the students are performing above the range.  53% of Dreamers are working below that range, and are two or three years behind their peers. 
Academic Progress
The STAR Reading test results (nationally standardized) indicate that over half the students improved their reading results in relation to their age.  In other words, they 
succeeded in making greater gains than just keeping in line with the increase in their age. 
STAR results showing improvements against chronological age 
	No gains made 

(N=2)

%
	Kept pace with chronological age

(N=11)

%
	Gains above  chronological age 

(N=15)

 %

	7
	39
	54


Attendance
Ideally, the aim should be to have every child attending school no less than 90% of the time, ie, achieving no less than a 10% (20 days) absence rate.  Anything more than a 10% absence rate is a lot of school to be missing and, because attendance has a direct impact on student achievement, is a major cause for concern.   The attendance data shown are for 2007.  The data for 2008 will be reported on in March of 2009.
· In 2007, 73% Dreamers met the target of 90% attendance compared with 66% in 2006.  
· More significant than this increase, is the 16% increase in the number of students who achieved almost full attendance, up from 32% in 2007 to 48% in 2006.  In other words, close to half the students achieved almost full attendance.  This is a very positive outcome.

· In 2007, the ‘Go For the Peak’ programme placed high expectations on attendance.  The data suggest that this has worked and should continue to be a strong focus throughout the students’ time at secondary school. 
For a range of reasons, 6 students missed more than 15% of their schooling (ie close to 5 weeks), exactly the same percentage as in 2006, despite the best efforts of the Coordinators. The impact of the mentoring programme on the attendance of these students will be reported on in the next summary.
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Attitudes To School and Learning
Comparisons were made between the Dreamers and the Comparison Group (CG students).   Of special note is the Dreamers’ higher ratings, when compared with their peers, in all 7 items in the category ‘attitudes towards school and learning category’.  

Staying at school
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This year, 15% more Dreamers indicated they want to stay at school until Year 13 even though fewer students are enjoying school (73% compared with 93% in 2007) and fewer are saying they get on well with their teachers (59% compared with 79% in 2007).  

Getting used to secondary school is not easy for some students.  They are less involved in the life of the school in terms of leadership and extra-curricular activities.  Relationships are pivotal to teaching and learning (Hattie, J. 2008) and because they have different teachers for every subject, it is likely to take longer to establish relationships and to get on well with some of their teachers better than with others.  Despite this, the Dreamers are indicating that completing secondary school is important to them. 
While it may be more difficult to influence some of the other areas directly related to the school and the teachers, the IHAD programme could help the students with strategies for asking for help when they need it.   
Relationships
The Dreamers out-scored their CG peers in areas related to relationship building:
· Confidence in talking to people they don’t know

· Spending time with and enjoying talking with their parents

· Asking for help when they are feeling sad, lonely or angry

· Staying in control when angry

Smoking and alcohol
None of the Dreamers are smoking and all, to some degree, consider smoking as ‘not cool’.  The data also indicate that the Dreamers are less likely to want to smoke than their CG peers.  
The majority of students never drink
alcohol; 4 drink sometimes; 1 Dreamer acknowledged drinking 1 can or bottle a week.  The majority of students (68%) of the students believe that drinking alcohol is definitely ‘not cool’.  However, there has been a softening of attitudes overall.  21% are less adamant than they were in 2007.  Close to double the number of Comparison Group students were sometimes consuming alcohol at the same age.  While the Dreamers’ attitudes to alcohol have relaxed over the last year, more CG students associate alcohol with being ‘cool’ than their Dreamer counterparts.
Careers
The percentages of Dreamers that aspire to a profession or a service or a trade are now very similar (41% and 44% respectively).
The professions most aspired to are: architect, teacher, lawyer, nurse, doctor and psychologist. 

The services and trades careers listed are the police, the navy, computer technician, landscaper, flight attendant, builder, electrician, firefighter, hairdresser and chef.  The most frequently mentioned, by far, was policeman.
A similar number to last year listed sports or the arts as an area of interest to them and team sorts like rugby and league remain popular with a number of the boys.  The arts careers included game and graphic designing, artist and actor.

The indications are that the Dreamers are
considering a wider choice of jobs and careers than their CG peers.  

After school homework sessions
There is clear evidence that students find the after-school homework sessions very useful.  The reasons given by the Dreamers were:

· The Tutors are helpful and encouraging

· They spend more time on homework than would be done at home
· Their homework is done to a higher standard

· More work gets completed and handed in on time
The Dreamers were able to give some specific ways in which they think the Tutors help them.  The responses were consistent across almost all the groups of Dreamers interviewed .  The Tutors:
· Help break big assignments into small chunks

· Show the information in different ways; give ideas and options

· Show shortcuts
· Translate difficult words and ideas
· Help with understanding NCEA

· Prevent distractions

· Are like friends and care about us
Most importantly, the Dreamers can ask lots of questions until the idea is understood, something they do not always find easy to do at school.

Mentoring
Over the last three years, 36 Dreamers have been assigned a Mentor, with most being assigned in the last two years.  There are 
still 8 Dreamers without a Mentor but with the training programme for 2008 almost complete, all the Dreamers will have a Mentor assigned to them by the start of school in 2009.  
Relationships
Overall, the Dreamers get along very well with their mentors.   
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67% of the Dreamers said they had no suggestions for improving the relationship and many described the mentoring as cool.  They were able to list many ways in which the mentoring is helping them.
	N = 30
	%

	· With my learning – homework; books to read, new art skills
	38

	· “Introducing me to the world” - new stuff, new places, new people, different careers
	36

	· Talking about things, helping me with things I struggle with, giving advice
	24

	· Helping to achieve my dreams
	9

	· Encouraging me to stay in school

	3


Turnover of Mentors
Mentors commit to a year of mentoring.  Currently the turnover is 3 or 4 Mentors a year.  Although the training programme will continue to ensure that there is always a back-up for any Mentors that leave, the recommendation is that Mentors make a two-year commitment.  It can take a year or even longer to establish a good relationship between a Dreamer and a Mentor and a one-year commitment does not appear to provide the Dreamer or the Mentor with the benefits the programme can deliver once a strong relationship is developed.
 Positive Outcomes For The Mentors
Many of the Mentors talked at length about the positive outcomes for them as a result of their involvement.   Some described the enjoyment they get out of being part of what they describe as the IHAD family - the fun, camaraderie and sense of belonging.  
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Others comments on the deep satisfaction they get out of doing something so worthwhile…giving back to the Dreamer and back to the community. (Mentors).
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This ongoing evaluation of the I Have a Dream Programme is in its sixth year and draws on multiple sources of data (student focus group discussions, a student questionnaire, interviews with key IHAD personnel, online surveys of Mentors and Tutors).  Comparisons are made with data from previous years.  The data are used to make ongoing improvements to the programme and to seek ways to improve the student achievement outcomes.


The Dreamers are currently in Year 9, their first year of secondary school.  There are 53 Dreamers in total.  During the six years of the project, 9 have moved overseas and 2 are now living outside of Auckland.  Most of the students still live in the Wesley neighbourhood or nearby suburbs.  


Wesley is a low socio-economic community.  Most of the students come from families experiencing unemployment and over-employment.  Many are exposed to gang activities in the streets where they live.  The Dreamers are ethnically diverse.  Most are Maori or Pasifika but a number are refugees from North Africa.  English is a second language for over two thirds of the students.  The refugee students arrived in the community with no English at all or very limited English.


Dreamer data are compared with data from a Comparison Group (CG students).   The CG some students are one year older than the Dreamers but are from the same community and the same schools.  They are currently in Year 10, their second year of secondary school.  All comparisons between the Dreamers and the Comparison Group relate to Year 9 data (’08 for the Dreamers and ’07 for the Comparison Group).








We’re becoming mates.  It doesn’t feel like a mentor/mentee relationship anymore.  We work things out, have conversations.  We’re developing a genuine relationship.  (Mentor)








I’m not on my own, it’s like a family.  There are others in there with you to lend a hand, including other Mentors.  They’re all very special people (Mentor)





At one stage the Dreamer was mentoring me!   (Mentor)








� asTTle = Assessment Tools for Teaching and Learning  Tests, nationally normed tests available in Reading, Writing and Maths








